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1 March 2013 Volume 16, Issue 1 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 

We were delighted that so many parents and carers were able to attend the student information evening last Tuesday.  
Initial feedback indicates that there was a very positive feel to the school and that the information provided by teachers was 
most helpful.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents who spoke with me personally on the evening and who 
have taken the time to provide useful feedback. 

I am currently arranging an appropriate date and time to invite parents to listen to presentations by principals of current 
International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) schools. This will help our school community make an informed decision 
about the feasibility of introducing IBO programmes at Gold Creek over the next few years.  

Last Thursday, members of the School Board, P&C, 
staff and student body spent the morning working 
collaboratively on the initial stages of our new School 
Plan.  Longitudinal performance data, satisfaction 
survey data and recommendations made by the School 
Validation Panel in 2012 were reviewed as part of this 
process.  The School Plan will be finalised and published 
on the school website by the beginning of term 2.   

From a personal perspective, I recently met on an informal basis with a number of students across all year groups.  Everyone 
was most willing to chat with me about what they really liked at Gold Creek and several suggestions were offered as to how 
we can further improve. I believe that it is really important to listen carefully to their thoughts and suggestions, so that we 
can collectively build an outstanding school.  

Untying the Gordian Knot As a means of stimulating the thinking skills of students we are 
introducing a problem solving challenge once a fortnight in the senior school.  This challenge will be 
known as the ‘Gordian Knot’. There will be one problem for the middle school and another for our 
senior students. All students will be able to participate. Certificates will be awarded at assemblies 
for anyone who can solve the problem.  The problem will be published in our newsletters so that 
anyone can have a go at home.  We will introduce the ‘Gordian Knot’ challenge later this term in the 
junior school.  If you would like to learn more about the origins of this challenge, lots of information 

can be found on the internet. 

Kind Regards 
 
 
 

Linda Baird 
Principal 

 
 
PRINCIPAL: Linda Baird                   Board Chair: David Vernon dvbooks@mac.com   
PRIMARY HEAD: Brenda Ryan                 Parent Representatives: Murray Craze murray.craze@hotmail.com  
MIDDLE SCHOOL HEAD: Kate Stuckey                                                Fiona Nicholls fiona.nicholls08@gmail.com 
SENIOR SCHOOL HEAD: Glenda Websdale                P&C President: Michael Rush mikentan@netspeed.com.au 
info@goldcreek.act.edu.au 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Week 5  
March 
 

4  
SS Swimming 
Carnival 

5  6 SS 9/10 Boys 
Basketball 

7 PS School 
photos 
SS + PS Sibling 
photos @ 11am 
on the Primary 
Site 

8 School Photo 
Catch up Day 

9/10 

Week 6 
March 
 
 
 

11 CANBERRA 
DAY 

12 PS /Holy Spirit 
Carnival Dickson 
Aquatic Center 
 
SS OE Camp 

13  SS OE Camp 14 SS OE Camp 15 16/17 

 
 

P&C NEWS 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Information Night Survey- Your feedback would be appreciated, so if you could please complete our Parent/Carer 
survey on zoomerang at the following address https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GCSinfonight 
Primary Site Disco Friday Week 7 (22/3) 
Primary Site Sausage Sizzle Monday Week 10 (8/4) 
Family Dinner (all welcome), Gungahlin Lakes Club, Monday 8 April (Week 10), 6.30pm. 
 
Register: We’d like to compile an email list of people interested in updates on events and happenings; or who may be 
available for future fundraisers.(Emails not passed to anyone else etc).  Please drop me an email at 
mikentan@netspeed.com.au   
 
PS Sausage Sizzle: helpers needed 12-2pm Monday 8/4.  Please email me if you can assist. 
 
Primary Disco, Friday 22 March 
Helpers required in the following capacities (please email me if you can assist ).  Helping out is great fun and the students 
love the disco:  
2-3 people to help organise the event.  There are experienced hands around to work with; and Holy Spirit Primary will also 
have organisers.  Estimate 3 meetings, some emails and a few phone calls to help get the team together. 
On the night, lots of helpers (20+ for each time bracket) required for: 
Setup (4-6pm);  
K-2 Disco (6-7pm approx): BBQ, food servers, ‘security’ to assist manage exits. 
Years 3-5 Disco (7-8pm approx): as above, BBQ hands, food servers, ‘security’. 
If you can help for the whole evening that would be great!  
 
Other Happenings: 
Committee Members Lyndal Reid, Tania Lutan and I attended the school’s recent strategic planning session.  My take on it 
was that there are certainly plenty of exciting innovations and ideas being considered!  A key message from the data is how 
much the school, particularly the high school, is undersold in terms of its academic achievements.  We agreed there is a need 
to take communication with parents to another level to make people aware of the achievements, the broad range of 
programs already available and the plans to build opportunities offered to students.  I commend to you very highly the 
energy, enthusiasm and ideas of our new Principal, Linda Baird who, together with the Executive team and staff, are 
mapping a great future for the school across P-10.  
 
The Bus: …is coming. Some paperwork is still to be sorted and taking longer than expected.  Thanks to Kerry our Business 
Manager for her continuing works to jump through all the hoops to make this happen!  
 
Support: Don’t forget IGA Nicholls and Aussie Farmers Direct (local milko) are two of the businesses that support the 
school, please support them! 
 
Gold Creek School Board: P&C Position Scheduled Vacancy 
Nominations closed on Friday for the scheduled vacancy of one P&C representative position on the School Board.  There are 
6 nominations for the position.  Accordingly, an election will be held.  Voting commences at 11am this Friday 1 March and 
closes at 11am on Friday 8 March 2013.  Candidates’ supporting statements and voting papers will be sent home through the 
students and will also be available at both Primary and Senior front offices.  Voting forms must be returned to the school 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GCSinfonight
mailto:mikentan@netspeed.com.au
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 within the voting period for the vote to count.  Details on the election process can be viewed online at the website of the 
ACT Government Department of Education and Training at: 
http://www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/school_boards/school_board_elections  
 
 
Regards 
Michael Rush, P&C President 
mikentan@netspeed.com.au 
 
 
 

PRIMARY SITE NEWS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL HEAD NEWS 
 
Parent/Carer Information Night 
 
Thank you everyone for your attendance to our Gold Creek Information Night. The junior campus sparkled, thank 
you teachers for your preparation and presentations. Each year level delivered an overview of the key learning that 
will be undertaken by students. They highlighted the important role of the home-school relationship with everyone 
working together in partnership. I’d also like to thank the P&C for preparing the BBQ on both sites. Those who 
attended the address by our new Principal, Linda Baird would have heard of the vision our school is moving towards. 
We will be building on the work of the past and moving towards making our school the school of choice in 
Gungahlin.  
 
Building work 
The construction of the new toilets and change room facilities has finally begun. The demolition phase is complete so we will 
have a much quieter workplace now. The work is hoped to be completed in approximately six months. The play area listed 
on the school map as Area C is relocated to Area A. Students will be supervised by two staff in this area now until the 
building work is completed. Thank you for your patience.  
 
Student Information Check Sheets 
The student information check sheets have been forwarded home via the students for parents/carers to verify that the 
information that we have is still current.  It is important that these check sheets are signed with any corrections noted on 
the form and returned to the school office as soon as possible.  The school relies on this contact information being up to 
date. Should your details or contact numbers change later in the year, please remember to contact the school and your 
records will be updated. 
 
School Photos 
Thursday 7 March is the primary site school photo day. Please return your order envelopes to the office by that date. Sibling 
photos will only be taken if the eldest child presents a “Siblings Photo” envelope. Siblings from the senior school will come 
to the primary site at 11.00 am.  
 
Swimming Carnival 
Tuesday 12 March is our joint campus Swimming Carnival; Payment is due by Friday 1 March. This event is to select those 
students in the 8 years and over categories to qualify to swim in District Swimming Carnival. The carnival will include a range 
of heats and some dry land events out of the pool. 
  
Hats 
We need everyone to be wearing a full-brimmed hat or legionnaires cap at play time and for PE lessons. Please ensure your 
child has a named hat to wear each day. A water bottle is also very important in keeping the brain functioning well.  
  
Family Contributions 
Please keep those Family contributions coming in. The draw for the iPad is coming up soon. The winner will be announced in 
the next newsletter.  
 
 
Warm regards 
Brenda Ryan, Primary Site Deputy Head 
 
 
 

mailto:mikentan@netspeed.com.au
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Resource Centre News 
 
We have had a great start to 2013 in the Primary Site Resource Centre. Students from years 3 to 5 
are learning to independently scan their books using the computer when they return and borrow. 
The process is becoming streamlined to maximise their time for developing Information Literacy 
skills. 
 

Jackie French is our ‘author of the month’. Students are free to borrow from the display if they wish. We have been reading 
a number of her picture books to students over the last few weeks, or excerpts from her longer novels. You are welcome to 
call in and look at our new library displays such as the student’s voice -‘What we love about the library’. We are happy to 
help you support your child/ren in developing a love of literature. 
 
Student Borrowing: 

• Students may borrow before school, at lunch time and during library lessons. Library passes may be used between 
2:45 & 3pm for years Three to Five 

• Students may borrow books for 2 weeks  
• Kindergarten =1 book; Year One= 2 books; Years Two to Five=3 books (1 kept at school for silent reading) 
• A library bag is preferred 
• Overdue notices will be handed out on Friday (even weeks). Please write a note on the back of the overdue notice 

or call/come and see us if you have any queries about these notices.  
 
Library monitors provide an invaluable service before school and at lunch time. We were thrilled with the number of 
volunteers who have signed up to work together to maintain the library and its services. Monitors are able to borrow an 
extra book each. Thank you to the following students: 

• 4AB - Awad Zahid, Thiet Nguyen  
• 4OW - Jessica Semple, Jordan McMaster, Tiffany Lee, Emily Chu  
• 4/5BJ - Teagan Lawrence, Sarah Nguyen  
• 5PC - Ritvik Kadiri, Lauren Ellis, Makayla Thorne, Aliyah Kartsonas 
• 5AH - Samantha Robles, Pahul Randhawa, Layla Riches 

 
Library Staff 

Keryn Hoeschle – Gold Creek Primary site Teacher/Librarian (Mon – Fri) 
Anne Kunicki – Holy Spirit Teacher/Librarian(Mon – Fri) 

Margaret Cook –Gold Creek Primary site Library Assistant (Tues, Wed, Fri) 
Mary – Ellen Bakker – Holy Spirit Library Assistant (Fri) 

 
We are open 8:30 – 3:10 daily (closed at recess & Friday lunch) 

 
 

Regards 
Keryn Hoeschle, Teacher/Librarian Gold Creek Primary Site 
 
 

YEAR 1 NEWS 

What a great start to the year we have had in the Ruby Unit!  We would like to welcome everyone back to Gold Creek and to 
extend an extra special welcome to our new families.   

This year, we have decided to call ourselves the ‘Busy Bees’ and have been living up to our name in many ways.  As a whole 
year group, we’ve done some art, sport and singing together, as well as lots of literacy and numeracy activities in each class.   

We have started reading groups this week, and if you have any spare time at all, we’d love to have your support with our 
literacy activities.  Information is on the classroom doors, or just speak to your child’s teacher.   

Year 1 will be presenting in the Week 6 assembly and we’d love to see you there if you are free – more details to follow.  Just 
a quick reminder to please check that your child has a wide-brimmed hat for outside play and that all items sent to school 
are clearly labelled. 

We are anticipating a great year ahead.  Thanks for your support. 

The Year 1 Team, 
 Jayne, Varuna, Neelam and Jane 
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SENIOR SITE NEWS 
SENIOR SITE SCHOOL HEAD NEWS (Y6-10) 
 

The school year is now in full swing.  Students are settled into their classes and concentrating on their work.  By now all 
parents should have had some communication with their child’s homeroom teacher.  Please feel free to contact the school 
whenever you have a query or would like further explanation.  The best starting point is an email to the homeroom teacher.   

Last week we had MSP Photography take the students and staff photos.  The people that missed out can have theirs taken 
on Friday 8 March at recess.  We will also take School Captains, SRC members and SS family photos at that time. 

Year 10 Parliamentary Triangle Excursion 

On Friday 22 February, 110 students from Year 10 
were dropped off at Old Parliament House for a 
day of team building and getting-to-know each 
other activities. Despite looking like the day 
might be a wash out due to rain, it was a big 
success with students being asked to leave 
their comfort zones and take on the challenge 
of working together on a series of scavenger 
hunt tasks and logical puzzles. A great time 
was had by all and the Homeroom teachers 
learnt lots about their classes. 

 

Special Education Forum – Learning Resource Centre 

On Monday 18 February we invited parents to a Special Education Forum.   These parents had children enrolled in our 
Specialised Programs, including student support, GOLD, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander.  This forum introduced 
parents to the new model of support offered to students at Gold Creek School, and explained the two initiatives being 
introduced at both the Senior and Junior campuses.   

Brenda Ryan spoke about the introduction of the e-learning hub on the Primary Site.  This is currently being established and 
more information will come as it gets ready to open its doors to students.  It is a room that aims to engage students through 
alternate and inclusive technologies to assist in increasing their literacy and numeracy attainment. 

Kate Stuckey spoke about the Learning Resource Centre.  This centre caters to three small groups, and four independent 
study students at any one time.  It is staffed by three adults, and programs are individualised and targeted at students’ 
literacy and numeracy needs, organisational skills or enrichment needs.  The Learning Resource Centre is open on 
Wednesday afternoon as a homework club and students are encouraged to come for extra support with homework tasks 
and assignments.  It is staffed by a teacher from 3.15 – 4.15. 

The centre is open two mornings a week to assist staff with differentiation of class programs. 

We were thrilled with the number of parents who attended, and look forward to inviting parents to have a walk through in 
Term 2 once the program is well established. 

Congratulations to the team who developed these projects: Brenda Ryan, Kate Stuckey, Belinda Brown, Catherine Geraghty-
Slavica, Brenda Andrews, Tania Schrattenholz, Alison Scholes and Marilyn Whyte. 

 

Individual Learning Plans/Personalised Learning Plans and Engagement Learning Plans 

Each year we work in consultation with families to develop agreed goals for students who are enrolled in specialised 
programs.  These goals support the academic, social and emotional achievement of students across the curriculum.  Parents 
will be contacted to confirm a date and time for these meetings to take place over the next three weeks. 
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During the meeting, parents and staff will develop and agree on specific individual goals.  These goals will then be signed by 
all parties present.  Teaching staff will further develop the Learning Plan and make considered judgements on appropriate 
adjustments to curriculum and environment along with strategies to achieve these goals.  Families will be sent a copy of the 
completed ILP so that they may be aware of the strategies and adjustments being implemented by the school to assist the 
student in achieving his/her goals.  We aim to have all completed Learning Plans returned to parents within two weeks from 
the date of the meeting. 

If you have any further queries, please contact Kate Stuckey on 6205 1814 

 

YEAR 10 ADVANCED SCIENCE 
 

Eight students from the Year 10 Advanced Science classes 
accompanied their teachers Ms Robyn Harris and Ms Glenda Websdale 
(Deputy Head) to the public lecture at Gungahlin College. Students 
thoroughly enjoyed the presentation by Professor Brian Schmidt (2011 
Nobel laureate for Physics) which covered topics relating to 
astronomy and discussed the future of the universe. 

 

 

 

 

Kind Regards 
Glenda Websdale and Kate Stuckey, Senior Deputy Heads 
 

 

SCHOOL CULTURE NEWS 
 

Defence News – DSTA & DTM 
 
I would like to welcome back all our existing Defence families and also welcome our new students and their families. Please 
don’t hesitate to phone me or call in and see me if you require any assistance.  
 
Our first Morning Tea for Defence Parents/Carers and Friends was held last Friday in the Boardroom at the Senior Site. Thank 
you to all the parents that came along and I hope you enjoyed talking with our new Principal Linda Baird and hearing her 
vision for Gold Creek School. It was a great opportunity for us all to get to know each other. We will be having the regular 
morning teas in week 5 every term. 
 
The Meet & Greet Get-Togethers for the Defence students at the Senior Site were held last week. They were a great 
opportunity for the students to get to know each other and for me to catch up with them over some food and cordial. 
Thank you Mr Ryan Harris our Youth Worker for helping me to run the sessions. In the last week of this term we will all get 
together again. 
 
On the Primary Site I will be starting Circle Time activities for the Defence Children and their friends. Mrs Brenda Ryan will be 
helping me to run the sessions on a Friday during the first half of lunchtime held in the Multi-Purpose Room. 
 
 
Regards 
Deidre Robinson, DSTA/ DTM 
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HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE SCHOOLKIDS BONUS? 

Do you know about the Schoolkids Bonus?  It is a new cash payment to help eligible families and students with the costs of 
primary and secondary school studies. Around 1.2 million families have already benefitted from the first wave of payments in 
January 2013 – have you? 

If you receive a family or income support payment, including Family Tax Benefit Part A, you could be eligible to receive $410 
a year for each primary student and $820 a year for each secondary student, with half paid in January and half paid in July.  

The Schoolkids Bonus replaces the Education Tax Refund (ETR) and is a much simpler system. You no longer need to collect 
receipts and payments are made automatically so you don’t have to wait months to make a claim via your tax return.  Unlike 
the ETR you can choose how you use the payment to best support your children’s education – whether it be school books, 
stationery, uniforms, school fees, or excursions. 

Check your eligibility by visiting australia.gov.au/schoolkidsbonus and if you think you might have missed out on the January 
payment, contact Centrelink – either in person at a Centrelink-Medicare Office or by calling 132 468. 

 
The Commonwealth Bank School Banking program has commenced for 2013 
 
The School Banking program includes an exciting Rewards Program  (with new rewards 

for 2013) designed to encourage children to get into the habit of making regular savings. Every time your child makes a 
deposit at school they receive a silver coloured Dollarmites token. The first token will be received upon the first deposit at 
school. Once your child has individually saved 10 tokens they can redeem them for an exclusive Dollarmites reward item. 
Students will have lots of fun saving their tokens for these cool rewards items. On offer this year are handballs, wallets, 
knuckle games, torches with Dollarmite torch caps, calculators and headphones, as well as the Dollarmite Money Boxes. 
 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. The school receives $5 when children make their first deposit at 
school and a commission on every deposit made through the School Banking program.  
 
Taking part in School Banking is easy 
• If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight away. They just 

need to bring their deposit in every week using their Dollarmites deposit wallet.  If your child has misplaced their 
Dollarmites deposit book or deposit wallet, they can request a new one from either the local branch or contact the 
School Banking Co-ordinator. 

 
• If your child does not have a Youthsaver account, you can open one at any Commonwealth Bank branch, no forms to fill 

in!  Alternatively, if you are an existing Commonwealth Bank customer with access to NetBank you can apply online.  
Another option is to download a paper-based application form from commbank.com.au/school banking.  Please note 
this option may take up to 2 weeks before a Dollarmites wallet and deposit book is sent to your home address to start 
banking at school.   

 
Don’t forget that Friday is School Banking day and students should bring in their weekly deposit and place it in the class 
banking bag in the morning.  The deposits are processed that morning by volunteer parents and then returned to your child 
through the note bag in the afternoon. 
 
This valuable program needs the support of parents/carers as volunteer helpers to run.  This only takes a small amount of 
your time one day a week (or even as little as once a term if enough people help). 
Please indicate your interest in volunteering for this great program by filling in the tear off section below and returning it to 
the front office. 
 
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program at Gold Creek School. 
           - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yes, I would like to help with School Banking! 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Availability: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     PLAY HOCKEY 
AN OLYMPIC SPORT  
With CENTRAL 
HOCKEY CLUB 

All ages & Skill Levels!  Come & Try, Bring a Friend, 
Coaching, Mentoring, Assistance for New Players 

with Playing Gear. 
 

Register on line www.centralhockey.org  
 
COME & TRY , LYNEHAM HOCKEY CENTRE 
Sunday  March 24th  9.30 am Weds. April 10th  5 
pm   
 Contact  Richard Black  0405 223973 

 

 

http://www.centralhockey.org/
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FLAVOURS AVAILABLE 
 

SNACKS 
Red Rock – 28gm – Sea Salt / Honey Soy 

Red Rock – 45gm – Chilli / Sweet Chilli / Honey Soy / Sea Salt / Balsamic Vinegar 
 

DRINKS 
Fruit Box – Orange, Tropical, Apple, Apple & Blackcurrant or Apple Raspberry  

Juice – 250ml – Orange, Apple or Apple & Blackcurrant  
Juice – 350ml – Apple, Orange, Apple & Blackcurrant, Pineapple or Tropical 

Milk – 300ml – Chocolate, Strawberry, Banana or Iced Coffee  
Milk – 500ml – Chocolate, Strawberry, Vanilla Malt, Caramel Fudge or Iced Coffee  

Up & Go – Chocolate & Strawberry 
Focus Water – Lemonade, Raspberry, Fruit or Blackcurrant 

 
 

ICE BLOCKS 
TO BE ADVISED 
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