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Dear Parents and Carers
We are currently in the process of upgrading and updating the school website to reflect the new direction of our school.
This unfortunately is not a simple process and requires not only input from the school, but also of the ACT Government
Shared Service Directorate. I would like to thank Ms Katie Ley for providing guidance as to how best we can make our
website not only attractive, but also provide up-to-date information for the whole school community. Over the next few
months, I aim to seek input from our school key stakeholders as we further improve our processes and procedures for
home/school communication.
I would like to thank Mrs Vernetta Rolls and Mrs Robyn Overs who will leave us at the end of this term. Vernetta will take
maternity leave and Robyn has been successful in the pursuit of a position closer to her home town of Wollongong. Both
ladies have been valuable members of the school Executive Team. I am also delighted to announce that Mr Clive Mackillop
will lead the year 6/7 team for term 2 and Ms Mary Anne Kirk will oversee work across both campuses but lead the year 4/5
team on the junior campus. I have been particularly impressed by the leadership qualities and commitment to Gold Creek
demonstrated by the two appointees and I know that you will join me in congratulating them. The substantive posts will be
advertised later in the year.
We have received several applications for the positions recently advertised in the Government Gazette for Head of
Maths/Science, English/SOSE and Head of the Early Years team on the junior campus. Interviews will be held in the next few
weeks. I will announce the successful candidates as soon as they have been decided.
Solutions to the second ‘Gordian Knot’ problem will be published in our final newsletter of this term. This challenge has
proved to be very popular and has given many students the opportunity to really think both laterally and logically.
I would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing Easter break.

Kind Regards,

Linda Baird
Principal
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PRE SCHOOL NEWS
News from Gold Creek School, Hall Preschool Campus
The Sleepy Bears have all settled in at Hall Preschool and we have been witnessing the start of many new friendships. Cindy
Condon is continuing on as the classroom teacher and Wendy Crowley is continuing on as the assistant. This year we have a
full enrolment, with 9 ‘four year olds’ and 7 ‘three year olds.’ The children have been taking part in many fun, play based
learning experiences and developing their emerging social skills through interactions during play with their classmates.
The Sleepy Bears have had a couple of excursions already! Our first was to the 2013 National Sheepdog Trials at Hall
Showground. The children were presented with their very own medal in recognition of their wonderful artwork, which they
were delighted to see hanging on display in the pavilion. We got to meet a sheepdog and puppy, before being treated to a
healthy morning tea. We then went to watch the sheepdogs in action. The day was a wonderful success and was enjoyed by
all.

Students from Hall Preschool meeting a sheepdog
National Sheepdog Trials.

The Sleepy Bears artwork was on display for everyone to at the
admire!

We also had a special excursion to Nicholls Preschool, where we got to see the fantastic and clever magician, Mr
Bamboozle! The children were amazed and delighted throughout the whole show, as many magic tricks were performed in
front of their eyes. Some children even became a part of the magic show! When a comment was made to Oliver about his
newly discovered magic skills (after he accompanied Mr Bamboozle for a trick) he replied, “Well, I’ve always thought I was
magic!” The show sparked the children’s imagination and was a wonderful and fun learning experience.
Mr Bamboozle, the magician had the children in hysterics with his magical performance.

We are looking forward to continuing on our Preschool journey together, and sharing some more fun times throughout the
rest of the year!
Cindy Condon
Classroom Teacher
Hall Preschool

JUNIOR SITE NEWS
Buddy Day
Friday 15 March was a very successful day coming together with Holy Spirit students to talk about bullying and violence.
Each class met with its library buddy to do specific activities that give students skills in stopping bullying. Particular
reference was made towards being an ‘active bystander’. Students were encouraged to use their ‘inner strength’ to say it’s
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not okay and ensure students walked away demonstrating the ‘right’ thing to do. The link below has some excellent
resources if you would like to explore this further with your family.
http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/national-day/index.html
Disco
Friday 22 March was also a very successful event on the Junior Campus. A joint Holy Spirit and Gold Creek disco was held
with students attending one of two sessions. The Kinder to year 2 age group attended first. They enjoyed a sausage
sandwich and drink and came dressed in a range of exciting ‘make a wish’ costumes. The year 3 to 6 age group came next
and demonstrated some amazing ‘dance action’. A huge thank you goes to the parents from both sites that made it all run
so smoothly and to the fabulous staff from both sites that joined in the fun. The profits from the disco will go towards our
fabulous and eager staff for use in the library.
Swimming Carnival
We have held our swimming carnival and attended the zone swimming carnival. We are very proud of our students
behaviour at both carnivals. The staff are incredibly conscientious at these carnivals due to water safety concerns. We can
acknowledge how calmly and smoothly our carnivals run and thank all for the behind the scenes work that goes into making
these events happen. We have had community feedback on how delighted people were with our students, staff and
parents. Well done everyone.
Traffic issues
Unfortunately safety in all our car parks across the junior site is a big concern. We have endeavoured to plead with families
to park in bays to drop off or collect students. We have tried to block people from stopping to pick up students without
parking. There is a large car park further back from the preschool which could be used by families. It does involve a very
short walk. We do have officers from the Traffic Control unit randomly visiting our school to issue fines to those people who
are infringing the traffic rules.
P&C
Thank you for the wonderful job our small group of dedicated parents do for our school. The next event on the Junior Site is
the sausage sizzle on Monday 8 April. Please support our P&C, we’d love see your support.
Have a wonderful Easter break,
Warm regards
Brenda Ryan

Principals Award List Primary Site
Term 1, Week 6

KJH
Cassie M
Beth L

1VA
Toby W
Cameron B

2BB
Mitchell P
Amelie L

4/5BJ
Zac L
Azreyl F

KKY
Tom B
Yembeh M
Kael B
KMS
Nigella R
William P
KCO
Cooper T
Suraya W
1NR
Kasey V
Halle N

1JP
Jack T
Kaitlyn C

3MP
Kaiden P
Tyler N

5AH
Alyssa J
Layla R

1JB
Lachlan P
Yasmin L
2JS
James G
Sarah C
2BC
Darcy R
Justin C

3MG
Ryan M
Remi L
4WO
Logan K
Charlie R
4AB
Eryn C
Awad Z

5PC
Emily C
Cooper M
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Ruby Unit News
We have been very surprised to find Easter and the end of term sneaking up on us as we work hard in the Busy Bees
Unit! We were delighted to have so many visitors to our classrooms after our assembly – a big thanks to everyone who was
able to come and see our work. Year 1 has created some beautiful Autumn artworks to celebrate the change of seasons and
will be enjoying some Easter craft towards the end of this week.
Just a couple of reminders to parents and carers – we are an anaphylaxis-aware school, which means that we are trying our
hardest to protect our children who have allergies. Please do not send your child to school with nut products in their
lunchboxes, including nut bars and sandwiches containing Nutella or peanut butter. Further information about this policy
can be found on the school’s website.
Also, if your child is absent from school for any reason, we’re required to keep written explanations of their absence. Please
could you drop us a quick note or e-mail if your child is away for any reason, even if you have told the teacher verbally?
Thanks for your support in this administration requirement!
Year 1 Team
Sapphire Unit News
The students in the Sapphire Unit have been working really hard this term and much of our work is proudly on display in our
classrooms. It is wonderful to see so many of our Year 2’s always wearing school uniform and looking so smart. We are
encouraging the students to take responsibility for their belongings, however, a collection of unlabelled containers and
excess water bottles currently reside in our unit. If you are missing items please pop in and check to see if they are yours.
Please remind your child to pack their hat each day, as the afternoons have been very warm.
Last week, Year 2 met with their buddy class from Holy Spirit. During this session we talked about Bullying at school. As a
positive activity students shared understandings of saying kind words to each other. A valuable lesson learnt for life.
Year 2 have been learning about the brain and how it learns. We have discovered facts about the parts of the brain, neurons
and elasticity of the brain. We have learnt that people learn in different ways and looked at how each individual learn in the
classroom. This week we are learning about how we can look after the brain.
Have you had enough water to keep hydrated?
Are you exercising daily?
Are you getting enough sleep?
Are you eating a healthy balanced diet?
All of these things are very important for us to learn to our full potential at school.
We are really impressed by the high level of student participation in Studyladder homework activities. Please know that if
your child does not have computer access or just a limited amount of access they are able to complete activities at school
during break times. The library at lunch times is also an option. All students need to remember to change their readers
regularly and complete homework to a high standard.
Just a reminder so that your Year 2 child is prepared for each day at school, please check the following:
Library Days
French
Environmental Science and Sustainability
2BC – Monday
2BC – Friday
2BC – Monday
2BB – Monday
2BB – Monday
2BB – Friday
2JS – Friday
2JS – Monday
2JS – Monday
We wish you and your family a very happy and safe Easter break. We look forward to seeing all of the students refreshed
after the long weekend.
Year 2 Teaching Team
Kim Barnett, Anne Brennan, Belinda Brown, Christine Harding and Joanna Singh
Resource Centre News
Overdue notices have been sent home this week and will be sent home each fortnight during newsletter week. Please help
your child look for their book and return it to the library with the overdue notice. We understand that accidents do happen,
and if a book does get lost or damaged please let us know as soon as possible and return the notice to school with payment.
Three overdue notices will be sent home with your child as reminders before payment advice will be mailed home.
Please do not hesitate to call or visit if you have any further queries about this process or wish to discuss any overdue
notices.
Regards
Keryn Hoeschle
Teacher/Librarian Junior School Site
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SENIOR SITE NEWS
This week saw the first round of the ACT Debating Union 2013 Competition. We had three teams competing, two in the
Junior Ford Competition and one in the Senior Murray Competition. All three teams did well with Gold Creek 1 winning their
debate in the Ford Competition.
Debates occur each week with Ford Meeting on Monday night at Canberra Girls Grammar and Murray on Wednesday night
at Radford. All are welcome to come along and watch. You would be very proud of the effort the Gold Creek students put
into their debates.

Natalie Luton spoke confidently and well.
News from Year 9/10
There has been some great work produced this term across year 10 ranging from sport, debating and core classes. Mid
semester reports will be sent home in the next couple of weeks. Please make time to attend the parent teacher interviews
scheduled for Thursday Week 1 Term 2. Booking sheets will come out in week 10.
As the end of the term draws to a close, a reminder to parents that when a student skips/truants a lesson their name will be
added to the after school detention list and they will need to make this time up then. This occurs on a Wednesday afternoon
outside the upstairs staffroom in the south building. If a student does not make up this time, they are putting their Gold
Creek Graduation Ceremony attendance at stake. Students can find out if they are on the list by looking on the notice board
outside the upstairs staffroom. Please give me a call if you have any concerns about this process.
Next term we will be calling for deposits for the end of year formal. More information will be distributed early next term.
Thank you
Grant Haigh
Year 10 Executive Teacher
Part of the year 9/10 school production elective is to put on a 15 minute musical as a practice precursor to real thing. The
students are currently working on “The bullies at Sam’s Café”. This is to be a fully polished, (assessable) 15 minute musical
and as such we are very much in need of props, costumes and scenery. The show is set in a late 1950s/60s milkshake bar. The
cast is made up of staff, customers and a young ‘gang’ of bullies. I will be putting a similar begging letter in to the newsletter
for parents to support this mini musical. Please let me know if you have anything or ideas to offer!
Many thanks
Sharon Barnes

News from Year 6

We have had a very busy and productive start to Term One. All classes are presently working on a variety of assessment
tasks which will contribute to their Semester One grades. Please remind your child to keep up to date with their homework.
Students have had some fantastic learning experiences over the past few weeks. In Science, students have been learning
about the life processes and transferring that knowledge onto posters; demonstrating an understanding of their chosen life
process. In SOSE, students have had several learning experiences in the library; identifying and locating a range of relevant
resources to describe significant milestones throughout Australian history.
With the colder weather approaching, please remind your child that jumpers need to be plain navy blue or with the school
logo. Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle into the classroom. This prevents students from leaving lessons to
drink from the bubbler.
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Please contact your child’s homeroom teacher if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you
Year 6 Team

SPORTS NEWS
The first 8 weeks of the school year have been busy for our students in Sport, Health and Physical Education (SHAPE). We
have had some fantastic representation on the sporting field, well done to all teams. Years 7-10 have been busy in week 7 &
8 conducting a two week block of Health Lessons. The topics vary for each age group and this allows students to engage in
health topics relevant for their development level. A reminder that our Physical Education uniform is a white shirt,
appropriate foot wear and navy shorts. It is also recommended that students bring along a hat and sunscreen. Students will
need to bring in their change of clothes at the start of week 9 ready for Physical activity lessons again. Tuesday 26th was the
North Side Swimming Carnival, results will be included in the next edition.
Thank you
Grant Haigh
SHAPE Executive Teacher
On Tuesday the 19th of March Gold Creek School took a yr7 and 8 Rugby League team to the Clyde Rauter Shield.
In the first game Gold Creek came up against Belconnen High with a win of 66 – 6.
The second game was against Karabar High which was a close match but ended with a win of 18 – 12.
This put us into the grand final to play St Francis Xavier College and unfortunately went down 18 – 0.
Overall Gold Creek came 2nd out of 9 schools. The boys should be commended on their team work, effort and
sportsmanship on the day.
In week 6 our 9/10 boys Basketball team became the Northside champions. To become the champion team they had to play
5 games against stiff opposition. Round 1 was against Amaroo High which ended up with our boys winning 30-16. Round 2
was against Canberra High (a favourite to win the competition). This was a very high quality game with the lead changing
numerous times. Gold Creek finished the stronger though and recorded a great 32-20 win. Campbell high was the next
opponent, and again the boys played inspired Basketball winning comfortably 26-2. This win placed us at the top of our
group and saw us pitted against Lyneham High in the major semi. The standard of play was worthy of a semi-final and the
boys came away deserved winners 32-21. The grand final was against our old foe, Canberra High. The boys were primed for a
hard tussle and were not disappointed. The preparation and training prior to the competition proved worthwhile as the
team seemed as fresh as the first game of the day and ran Canberra High into the ground with an outstanding 34-18 win. To
me, the most pleasing aspect of the day was the behaviour of the boys throughout the day, and the joy and camaraderie of
the team. As Northside champions, the team will be playing the winner of the Southside carnival at a date to be determined,
to decide who is the ACT’s top schoolboys Basketball team. I am confident that Gold Creek has what it takes to come away
with the title.

DSTA/DTM NEWS
ANZAC DAY
Our whole school Anzac Day Assembly will be held in the Senior Site Gym on Thursday 11th April (Week 10) commencing at
12.30pm. The Primary Site Teachers and classes will walk to the Senior Site to join in this very special assembly. Light
refreshments will be served after the assembly in our Senior Site Library. At the Primary Site I have sent home with the
children a written invitation to all our Defence parents to join us. For the Senior Site I sent out the invitation by email, please
contact me with a RSVP by email to deidre.robinson@ed.act.edu.au or phone the front office of either site.
At the Primary Site the “Circle Time with the Defence children and friends” will now run every Friday the first half of lunch in
the Jade Unit. We will be reading books, doing a bit of craft and enjoying listening to relaxing music while learning simple
meditation skills.
I hope everybody has an enjoyable and safe Easter with your family and friends.
Regards
Deidre Robinson
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SRC NEWS
Bully Awareness Day
On Friday 15th of March the 4 yr 8 SRC leaders went on an excursion to the TLC for a bully awareness/respect awareness day.
Mr Kingma (being the nice SRC leader he is) drove us all to the meeting at 8:30 in the morning.
At the beginning we heard from a few people about what we were going to do today and how we were going to do it. But 1
lady in particular told us about female abuse as part of the respect, she told us how about 90% of phone calls to police is
about female abuse whether it is children, teenagers or adults. The look on most people’s face was sad but it’s the truth.
We split off to our groups after getting a name tag and ‘say no to bullying’ bracelet, and we started the topic on
stereotypes, and how out of control they can get, and how they take over people’s lives. We wrote in boxes how both girls
and boys should act and be and then outside the box we wrote what people say about people who don’t act stereotypically.
Then we talked about ways to react after being bullied or when you have had a fight with someone (verbally or physically).
We met new people from different schools all over Canberra from years 5-8, and at the end of the day one of the main
things we learnt was how to change someone’s mood or brighten their day and it was so simple. I mean all you have to do is
say something as simple as ‘you look nice today’ or ‘thank-you’ and that’s what we did. We all got 2 pieces of paper, one to
write on ourselves and then the other to stick on our back. On our piece of paper we wrote what we thought made us a
good leader and then we went around the room writing on other people’s backs. We had to write one word on what we
liked about them like “nice, enthusiastic, friendly or bubbly.” But the thing was you didn’t know who it was from. But it was
such a good felling nobody really cared who it was from. Overall it was a pretty good day, and we learnt a lot about respect
and bullying.
Written by Letiesha Whyte Yr 8

G Factor
Last year’s school talent show was enjoyed by all. We had singers, dancers, roller-skating and skippers from all years. We
had acts over many assemblies and an assembly just for the G Factor .This year its back we have many of the same acts as
last year auditioning again and also many new acts. Last year it was run by Arti Medhavy and this year it is run by Bailey
Lutton, Beth Dingwall and Lillee Keating. It returns in term 2 week 1 if you are interested in auditioning. Signup sheets are at
the front office and student services. Last year everyone had fun while making this possible and all the contestants had a
blast while performing and practicing. If you have any questions please contact Bailey Lutton, Beth Dingwall, Lillee Keating
and Arron Kingma.

Design by Meg Dingwall
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P &C NEWS
Follow the P&C on Twitter, Facebook and the web at www.goldcreekschoolpandc.org.au
PS Sausage Sizzle: helpers needed 12-2pm Monday 8/4. Please email me if you can assist.
Primary Disco, Friday 22 March in conjunction with Holy Spirit P&F: a great success. THANK YOU to the many volunteers
who came along and made things run so smoothly. The support from parents was even stronger than last year and helped
make the night enjoyable all round. The students seemed to really enjoy it too! $440 was raised for the Make-A-Wish
Foundation and provisionally just over $3,800 for the joint facilities at the school (eg the library). Thank you everyone. A
great collaboration with Holy Spirit School. Next disco scheduled for Week 4, Term 4.
P&C Family Dinner: Lakes Club, Monday 8 April, from 6.30pm. A chance to relax with an informal dinner at the Lakes and
meet other families from the school. All families welcome!
Entertainment Books: Entertainment Books are available again this year. On the Primary Site they are being sold to raise
money for school resources. On the senior site they are being sold to raise money to support the student’s excursion to
Japan! Your choice which to support :-) Both worthy of your support.
Woolworths points: Back again this year from 8 April, you will receive a sticker for each $10 you spend at Woolworths. The
school can exchange these for classroom resources. This has been highly successful in recent years, bringing hundreds of
dollars worth of resources for maths and reading to the school. Support from you and from anyone you know (family, work
colleagues etc) greatly appreciated!
Support: Don’t forget IGA Nicholls and Aussie Farmers Direct (local milko) are two of the businesses that support the
school, please support them!
Also coming up this year:
5c Friday in Term 2 and 10c Friday in Term 4 – save your coins now!
The Spell-a-thon
Trivia night
Car Boot Sale
If you’d like to help out with any of these just let me know.
Next P&C Meeting: To be advised, Term 2. (AGM was Wed 27 March.)
Regards
Michael Rush, P&C President, mikentan@netspeed.com.au

DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 9
April

1 EASTER
MONDAY

2 Yr 9/10
Cooking in a
Commercial
Kitchen

3 Yr 9 Science Reptile
Park, Gold Creek

4

5 Post

6/7

Week 10
April

8 PS Sausage
Sizzle
Yr 9/10 Dance
Café Injoy wk
10 date tba

9

10 National Youth Week
Expo

11 WS ANZAC
Day Assembly

12 EALD/IPS
Questacon/Art
Gallery

13/14
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FAMILY LAW NETWORK AUSTRALIA
Family Law Network Australia has recently launched their website. This is a free information resource and referral service for
family law matters. The information provided on their website could be very useful and of great benefit to the families.
Information can be accessed at www.familylawmattersaustralia.com.au Please post the following code:
<a href="http://familylawmattersaustralia.com.au" title="Family Law Network Australia - Where you find information on
separation and divorce, parenting arrangements, property settlement and child support">Family Law Network Australia</a>
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PARENT EFFECTIVENESS TRAINING (P.E.T.)
Parentline ACT is offering a day and an evening P.E.T course
P.E.T. helps you enjoy your family - less yelling, more peace - through learning respectful communication skills. P.E.T. assists
parents to feel less stressed, and children to become confident, considerate and develop emotional intelligence. P.E.T offers an
alternative to using rewards and punishment, so that children may develop an inner discipline and resilience. Families create a
relationship for life. The course consists of three-hour sessions, once per week, for eight weeks. Spaces are limited, so
booking is essential.
Cost: A sliding scale depending on family income, from $50 to $220. A textbook and workbook are included.
Date: Course begins Thursday, 2nd May, 2013
Times: 9.30am to 12.45pm; OR 6.30pm to 9.45pm
Place: Weston, ACT.
For further information, please phone Parentline on 6287 3833.

Death Cap Mushrooms are deadly
The ACT Government Health Directorate is reminding
people to steer clear of the world’s most deadly
mushroom – the Death Cap. All parts of this
mushroom are poisonous, and eating just one
mushroom can be fatal.

Death Cap mushrooms often grow near established
oak trees and are found when there is warm, wet
weather. Given recent weather conditions it is likely
that Death Cap mushrooms are already growing in
Canberra.

People should not eat any mushroom picked in the wild. Anyone who suspects that they
might have eaten Death Cap mushrooms should seek urgent medical help at from the
emergency department at their local hospital.

If you believe you have spotted a Death Cap mushroom in a public park, contact Urban
Parks in Territory and Municipal Services (TAMS) on 13 22 81 to report it. TAMS will
then inspect the location, and if the mushroom is a Death Cap, it will be removed and
destroyed.

If it is in your own yard, the best option is to leave it be. It will die in a few days.
Alternatively, you can step on it to destroy it. Do not kick the mushroom as this spreads
the spores further. Never touch the mushroom with bare skin.
A Fact Sheet providing important information about the Death Cap mushroom is available from the ACT Health
Directorate website: www.health.act.gov.au/publications.
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Gold Creek Youth Expo
To celebrate National Youth Week 2013 Gold Creek School is going to host a Senior Site “Youth Expo”.
The aim of the expo is to provide information to the students and parents about what services and clubs are
available in the local area.

Date: 10th April
Time: 12 noon-2pm
Venue: Gold Creek Senior Campus
Cost: Free
RSVP: 27th April
Other: There will be a sausage sizzle provided by the SRC
Contacts:

Ryan Harris
Youth Support Worker
PH: 6205 7356
Email: ryan.harris@ed.act.edu.au

Shannon Brown
Pastoral Care Coordinator
PH: 6205 7355
Email: Shannon.brown@ed.act.edu.au

Come along and see what agencies are available to support your children and families
in the Gungahlin region.

About National Youth Week 2013
National Youth Week 2013 will be held from 5–14 April, with the theme Be Active. Be Happy. Be You. All over
Australia, activities are happening to celebrate and recognise the contributions of young people aged 12-25.
To see the full Calendar of Events for Youth Week in the ACT, visit www.youthweek.com.
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