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Gold Creek School 
Parents and Citizens Association 

 
Minutes of  

General Committee Meeting 
Wednesday 11 September 2013 

6:30pm, Primary Site Library 
 

Present:  Michael Rush (President, Gold Creek School P&C) 
   Paul Singer  (Secretary, Gold Creek School P&C) 

Carmel Looby (Treasurer, Gold Creek School P&C) 
Linda Baird  (Principal, Gold Creek School) 
Arva Passamani 
Elizabeth Zatschler 
Erin Zatschler 
Bev Job 
Jennifer Mitchell 
Emma Spannari 
Kerrie Butler 
Michele Justin 
Sandra Elliott 
Di Neumann 
Karl Schaffarczyk 
Grant Haigh 
Tania Lutan 

 
Apologies:  Lyndal Reid  (Vice President, Gold Creek School P&C) 

Leona Anton 
 
Quorum:  Present (in accordance with Part H5 of Constitution) 
 
Item 1 – Welcome and opening remarks 
 
a. P&C President Michael Rush opened the meeting at 6:30pm and thanked members 
for their attendance. 
 
b. The attendance book was completed and apologies were noted. 
 
c. Minutes of the following meeting were tabled and accepted: 

o General Committee Meeting, 7 August 2013.  
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Item 2 – Committee Reports 
 
a. Michael Rush provided an update on the following items: 

o Intention to promote increased cooperation with Gold Creek Pre-School P&C, 
with opportunities to engage them in school activities. 

o The P&C is working with the school to improve communication flow within the 
school community. Initiatives include ‘Weekly Bites’ on both the Primary and 
Senior sites, and improving the e-mail contact list held by the school.  

 
Action 

o Michael Rush to provide President of Gold Creek Pre-School P&C with 
information on P&C activities, with a view to increasing cooperation between 
both P&C groups. 

 
b. P&C Treasurer Carmel Looby tabled the financial statement as at 11 September 
2013. The statement was accepted by the General Committee. 

o Carmel Looby advised that there was $5076.11 in the P&C bank account, and 
that the usual operating balance for the P&C is approximately $5000.  

o Carmel Looby advised that the only outstanding commitment was the $50 
Annual Return fee. 

o Carmel Looby advised that the income from the Election Day barbecue ($905) 
and raffle ($490) was still to be banked.  
 

c. Reimbursements. Nil.  
 
Item 3 – Activities and Fundraisers 
 
a. Election Day Barbecue (Saturday 7 September 2013). Michael Rush thanked 
those who volunteered at the barbecue and cake stand on election day, and noted that the 
bacon and egg rolls were particularly popular. The P&C raised $905 from the barbecue and 
$490 from the raffle. Raffle winners have been notified and winners have been announced 
on the P&C website.  
 
b. End of term barbecue (Monday 16 September 2013). Michael Rush advised the 
committee that responses for the end of term barbecue were being received, with a positive 
response.  

o Di Neumann asked whether the barbecue could be moved to a more sheltered 
location to assist with cooking the sausages quicker. Consideration was given 
to pre-boiling the sausages, but ruled out so as to comply with food handling 
requirements.  
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c. Family Dinner (Tuesday 24 September 2013). Michael Rush advised that in 
response to a suggestion from parents, the P&C family dinner has been moved to a 
Tuesday night, 24 September at the Lakes Golf Club.  
 
d. Spellathon. Michael Rush provided an overview of the Spellathon scheduled for 
week 2 of Term 4, advising that it was a significant fundraiser. He thanked the school and in 
particular, Kate Stuckey, for facilitating the Spellathon.  
 

Action 
o Michael Rush to discuss proportionate allocation of prizes with Tania Luton.   

 
e. Trivia Night. Trivia Night sub-committee members Michele Justin and Emma 
Spannari provided an update on the arrangements for the Trivia Night in Term 4.   

o Would include Pre-school, Primary and Senior Site families. 
o Proposing 7pm for an 8pm start on Friday 1 November, subject to the 

availability of John (the master of ceremonies) and Senior Site hall. 
o Recommend all food and alcohol is BYO.  
o Possibly a Halloween theme. 
o Funds raised to possibly go to the school’s co-curricular programs (eg. sport, 

music, etc).  
Michael Rush thanked the sub-committee for their contribution.  
 

Action 
o P&C Secretary Paul Singer to arrange a meeting between the P&C executive 

and Trivia Night sub-committee before end of Term 3.  
o Michael Rush to seek necessary permits and approvals for conduct of a silent 

auction and serving of alcohol.  
o Michele Justin to acquire a letter of support from the school for use in 

approaching potential donors for prizes. 
o Michele Justin to confirm availability of Senior Site hall. 
o Trivia Night sub-committee to source appropriate items for raffle and/or silent 

auction. School to provide certificates of appreciation where appropriate. 
 

Item 4 – Other Business 
 
a. Spending Proposals. Michael Rush tabled the following spending proposals. 

o Sports Uniforms for Primary Site. Two sets of 15 sports shirts, appropriate 
for all non-contact sports, branded in Gold Creek colours. Total cost - $990. 
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o Sports Equipment for Primary Site. Awaiting a proposal from the Primary 
Site to replace and/or supplement stock of sports equipment on the Primary 
Site. Associate Principal Grant Haigh advised that it is likely that this could be 
resolved with existing surplus stock from the Senior Site. 

 
o Music Equipment. Music Specialist for 2014, Bev Job, tabled a proposal for 

the P&C to purchase 30 djembe drums to support the music program. The 
educational value of the drumming circles program includes: 

� Developing music skills such as beat, rhythm and timbre. 
� Allowing all students to become confident at an instrument, even if they 

do not access instrument lessons. 
� Building essential collaborative skills such as turn-taking and patience. 
� Playing in unison to establish team spirit. 
� Playing solos to develop self-confidence and respect for each student’s 

individuality.  
� Developing social and emotional skills, especially through the 

Drumbeat program involving additional pastoral care. 
� Establishing drumming circle skills which can then become part of our 

community sharing with wider school community and beyond. 
Total cost - $3750. 
 

o Gold Creek Signage. Carmel Looby proposed that the P&C fund the 
purchase of Gold Creek ‘tear drop’ flag signage for use at sporting and other 
events to identify Gold Creek School.  

 
o Jump Rope for Heart. Emma Spannari asked whether the school would be 

supporting the Jump Rope for Heart activity this year. Associate Principal 
Grant Haigh advised that the school wouldn’t be running the activity in 2013, 
but planned to in 2014. Emma Spannari asked that her daughter be actively 
involved in organising the activity. 

 
Outcomes 

o The committee approved: 
� Sports uniforms for Primary Site - $990. 
� Gold Creek ‘tear drop’ signage - $500. 

o The School Principal, Linda Baird, advised that the school would purchase the 
30 djembe drums, and the P&C agreed to make a contribution to the musical 
program when funds become available.  
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b. Uniform. Associate Principal Grant Haigh provided an update on the school’s 
proposal to roll-out a new uniform, and outcomes from the Uniform sub-committee’s recent 
discussions.  

o Grant Haigh showed the committee some samples of each uniform item.  
o There would be no strict seasonal uniform, enabling students to decide 

whether to wear summer or winter uniform based on the weather.  
o The proposed uniform is unique for Canberra, no other school uses this 

uniform.  
o The current uniform would be used as the sports uniform. 
o In addition to targeting roll-out to new students, the uniform would be 

accessible to all students.  
o The school welcomed feedback from parents. 
o Four suppliers had been engaged to produce and supply the uniforms, to 

promote greater competition and reduce prices. 
o The uniform proposal will be submitted to the School Board at the next 

meeting.  
 
c. Walking Bus. Karl Schaffarczyk from Holy Spirit tabled a proposal to initiate a joint 
‘walking bus’ for Gold Creek and Holy Spirit students. 

o The walking bus involves a group of students with at least two registered 
volunteers (requiring Working with Vulnerable People cards) per route. 

o Promotes fitness and safety.  
o One route would run from Crace, through Nicholls to Gold Creek.  
o Requires approval from Principal and would come under the P&C’s insurance 

cover. 
 

Action 
o Karl Schaffarczyk to provide Michael Rush with a written proposal, for 

including in the school newsletter to gauge levels of interest from the Gold 
Creek community.  

 
Item 5 – Next Meeting and Close 
 
a. The next General Committee Meeting is scheduled for 6:30pm on Wednesday 23 
October. 
 
With no further business, the President thanked everyone for their attendance and closed 
the meeting at 8:00pm. 


